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Working Forest Carbon Cycle
Nature’s Own Carbon Solution
Regulated forests and the wood products harvested from 
them represent both a carbon sink and renewable resource.
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AWC member facilities have 
used renewable biomass to meet 
over 70% of their energy needs 
over the last 15 years.

Active forest 
management reduces 
susceptibility to wildfire, 
pests, and disease, 
avoiding disaster-related 
carbon emissions.1

Trees remove carbon 
from the atmosphere 
as they grow.  

of every harvested log 
is used to create wood 
products, paper or the 
energy used to power 
the mill.3

Wood products are 50% carbon 
by dry weight, which is stored 
throughout its service life. Wood 
products are nature’s own 
carbon storage tool.4

As trees reach the end of 
their lifecycle and die, they 
release stored carbon back 
into the atmosphere. 

of U.S. working forests are 
harvested each year, all of 
which is regrown.2

The wood industry developed 
an online directory to expand 
wood products recovery, reuse 
and recycling. 

Utilization of wood products 
that come from regulated 
forest landscapes help 
reduce wildfire risk. 
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